
John, Joan, and Jesus
What the Gospel has to say about Gender Identity and 
Human Sexuality



The Heart of the Matter



The Heart of the Matter

At the heart of the debate is the thorny 
question of who gets to determine a 
person’s gender and sexual identity – is it 
something we choose or is it something God 
assigns?



Where we go for answers

We have to decide whether or not the
Scriptures are more than sacred text we 
reverence or good advice we consider.  Are they 
actually authoritative truth for the shaping of 
our lives and do we accept them as such?
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How should we speak when we engage in this 
conversation especially with people who 
struggle with this issue?

We must speak Lovingly & Compassionately (Mat. 9:36)

We must speak Truthfully & Courageously (2 Tim. 2:24-26)

We must speak Redemptively & Hopefully (1 Cor. 6:11)
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What should we say to people who struggle 
with this issue especially when they are 
believers?
Remind them God is the Creator and Designer of our 
Gender and Sexual Identity (Gen. 1:26-28)

He designed it at creation (Gen 1:27; 5:2)

He assigned it at conception (Psalm 139:13-16)

He delights in its consecration (Gen 1:28-31; 2:18-34)



What should we say to people who struggle 
with this issue especially when they are 
believers?
Remind them God is the Creator and Designer 
of our gender and sexual identity (Gen. 1:26-28)

Help them see God’s theological purpose for 
our gender and sexual identity (Psalm 8)
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What should we say to people who struggle 
with this issue especially when they are 
believers?
Point them to God’s redemptive purpose for our 
gender and sexual identity (1 Cor. 6:11; Rom. 12:1-2)

Give them hope in God’s future plan for our 
gender and sexual identity (Rom. 8:23)
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So – what if  I am personally struggling with 
this issue?
Don’t stop talking to God—He hears and welcomes 
you.
Don’t stop reading and trusting His Word—He 
comforts and leads you.
Don’t turn away from His Grace—He forgives and 
strengthens you.
Don’t turn away from His people—Talk to a fellow 
believer you trust and who you believe can help you or 
at least walk with you in this struggle.
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