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A Realistic Look at Grief
A. ________ ____________ grieve.  (Job 5:7, 14:1; Ps. 42)

B. Grieving isn’t necessarily ________.

C. _____________ grieved.  (Jn. 11:33-38, Matt. 26:37)

D. The ____________ ____________ can be grieved.  (Eph. 4:30)

E. The time is not yet for __________________ from grieving.  (Is. 35:10, Rev. 21:4)

F. Grieving without _________ is __________…which leads to ___________________.

G. In grief God’s child may ask a very tough question: 

· “Why do ______________ things happen to ______________ people?”
· Different forms this question may take—_____________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
· Are we forced to choose between a ____________ God who is not totally powerful, or a ________________ God who is not totally good?  (Rabbi Harold Kishner, When Bad Things Happen to Good People, 1981)

· The real question to ask is, “Can I _________ God?”  (Ps 18:30, Deut. 32:4, Rev. 15:3)

A Biblical View of People
A. The Bible’s Verdict—No __________ is “___________.”  (Ps 53:1, 3; Is 64:6; Rom 7:18)
B. The Lord’s Perspective—No ___________ is ______________.  (1Sam 16:7, Heb 4:13)
C.
The Better Question—“Why do ________ things happen to ________ people?” (Ps 8:3-4)
· Principle—Nothing that happens to me is __________ than I _____________.

A Proper Understanding of Sin
A. Its contamination is ___________________.   (Rom 5:12, 19)
B. Its contamination impacts ______________ _______________.  (Jer 17:9, Prov 4:23, Mk 7:21-22)
· Examples:  ___________________________________________________________
C. Its contamination impacts ___________________.  (Rom 8:19-22)
· Examples:  __________________________________________________________
D. Its contamination does not ____________ God’s ___________.  (Rom. 8:28, Eph. 1:11)

An Anchored Trust in God
A. Three Truths about God  (Jerry Bridges, Trusting God)

1. God is completely ___________________.  (Prov 16:9, 19:21, 21:30)
· Charles Spurgeon—“There is no attribute more comforting to His children than that of God’s sovereignty.  Under the most adverse circumstances, in the most severe trials, they believe that sovereignty overrules them, and that sovereignty will sanctify them all.  There is nothing for which the children ought to more earnestly contend to than the doctrine of their Master over all creation—the Kingship of God over all the works of His own hands—the Throne of God and His right to sit upon that throne…for it is God upon the Throne whom we trust.”
2. God is infinitely ___________________.  (Rom 11:33-34)
· Things you’ll never hear God say:  ___________________________________


      _________________________________________________________________
3. God is perfect in ___________________.  (1Jn 4:7-8)
B. Two Guarantees from God
1. God works all things to His own ______________.  (Rom. 11:36; Rev 19:1, 6)

2. God works all things to His children’s __________________.  (Rom. 8:28-30)
C. Eight Realities concerning Trials—“In my life as a child of God, trials….”
1. Give to me an ______________ ___________________.  (Rom. 8:18)
2. Cleanse me of _______________ _________.  (Heb. 12:10)
3. Build in me _______________ ___________________.  (Ja. 1:2-4)
4. Reveal to me ________ _______________.  (Gen. 22:12)

5. Prove to me _________ ______________.  (1Pet. 1:6-7)
6. Compel me to ____________ _______________.  (2Cor. 12:9-10)
7. Equip me for _____________ _______________.  (2Cor. 1:3-4)
· Take notes along the way:

a. ___________________ you experienced

b. ___________________ you had

c. ___________________ that comforted

d. ___________________ that ministered

e. ___________________ people missed
8. Allow me to __________ ____________.  (Gen. 45:5-8, 50:20)


Pain insists upon being attended to.  God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.





C. S. Lewis
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