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  1.  Nationally, they were English.
  2.  Chronologically, they lived in the 16th & 17th centuries. 

      1.  Beginning with William Tyndale (printed Eng. NT 1526). 

      2.  Tapering down in the decades following the Glorious
            Revolution (1688). 
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      4.  And still others. . . Baptists.
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Who were the Puritans?

  1.  Nationally, they were English.
  2.  Chronologically, they lived in the 16th & 17th centuries. 
   3.  Denominationally, they were Church of England. . . 
   4. Philosophically, they wished to reform (purify). 

         Puritanism. . . was a worldview, a total Christian. . . 
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  1.  They Were Scholars.
  2. They Were Preachers.
       1.  They put the pulpit at the center of the church or chapel. 
       2.  They attracted great throngs of spiritually hungry people.
       3.  They moved the people with convincing, convicting power.
       4.  They viewed their preaching as the preaching of Jesus Christ. 
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What Makes the Puritans Pastoral and Pulpit 
Models?

  1.  They Were Scholars.
  2. They Were Preachers.
  3.  They Were Persecuted.
   4.  They Were Writers.











Though dead, by their writings 
they yet speak; a peculiar unction 
attends them to this very hour.

        --George Whitefield
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  First: Their Sermons.
  Second: William Perkins’ (1558-1602), The Art of Prophesying (1606).

       --Its significance
  
       --What Perkins meant by prophesying.

   Preaching the Word is prophesying in the name and on the
  behalf of Christ (7). 
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 . . . but herein is no mercy nor compassion to the poor soul.
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The “Plain Style”

    The Preparation

 1.  Interpretation

      Scripture has only one sense, the literal one (26). 

      This rule is to be followed: if the natural meaning of the
      words agrees with the circumstances of the passage,
      then the natural meaning is the proper meaning (30). 
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 1.  Interpretation
 2.  Division

      Resolution is the unfolding of the passage into its various
     doctrines. 

      Application is the skill by which the doctrine which . . . 
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JOHN FLAVEL (1627-1691)
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  1.  The plain style introduced the text in a certain way.



          
    

      
    The former verse contains an apology for the 

     plain and familiar manner of the apostle’s 
     preaching, which was not (as he there tells 
     them) with excellency of speech, or of wisdom;  

    i. e. he studied not to gratify their curiosity with 
    rhetorical strains, or philosophical niceties.  In 
    this he gives the reason, “for I determined not 

to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ,” etc. The meaning is 
not, that he simply despised, or contemned all other studies and 
knowledge; but so far only as they stand in competition with, or 
opposition to the study and knowledge of Jesus Christ. And it is as if 
he should say, it is my stated, settled judgment; not a hasty, 
inconsiderate censure, but the product and issue of my most serious 
and exquisite inquiries.          
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First, The subject matter of his doctrine, to wit, Jesus Christ. . . 
Christ shall be the centre to which all the lines of my ministry shall be 
drawn. . .          
      



  
     Secondly, We have here that special respect or consideration of 
Christ, which he singled out from the rest of the excellent truths of 
Christ, to spend the main strength of his ministry upon; and that is, 
Christ crucified. . . There is, therefore, a great emphasis in this word, 
and him crucified. 



  
     Secondly, We have here that special respect or consideration of 
Christ, which he singled out from the rest of the excellent truths of 
Christ, to spend the main strength of his ministry upon; and that is, 
Christ crucified. . . There is, therefore, a great emphasis in this word, 
and him crucified. 



     Thirdly, The manner in which he discoursed this transcendent 
subject to them is also remarkable; he not only preached Christ 
crucified, but he preached him assiduously and plainly.  He preached 
Christ frequently.  And whenever he preached of Christ crucified, he 
preached him in a crucified style. This is the sum of the words; to let 
them know that his spirit was intent on this subject, as if he neither 
knew nor cared to speak of any other.  All his sermons were so full of 
Christ that his hearers might have thought he was acquainted with no 
other doctrine. Hence observe. . .
           
  



     Thirdly, The manner in which he discoursed this transcendent 
subject to them is also remarkable; he not only preached Christ 
crucified, but he preached him assiduously and plainly.  He 
preached Christ frequently. And whenever he preached of Christ 
crucified, he preached him in a crucified style. This is the sum of the 
words; to let them know that his spirit was intent on this subject, as if 
he neither knew nor cared to speak of any other.  All his sermons were 
so full of Christ that his hearers might have thought he was acquainted 
with no other doctrine. Hence observe. . .
           
  



Puritan Preaching: “The Plainer, 
the Better”

The “Plain Style”

    The Preparation
    The Preaching

  1.  The plain style introduced the text in a certain way.
 



Puritan Preaching: “The Plainer, 
the Better”

The “Plain Style”

    The Preparation
    The Preaching

  1.  The plain style introduced the text in a certain way.
  2.  The plain style then stated the text’s doctrine.
 



            

    
 



Puritan Preachers: Men Foursquare

Puritan Preaching: “The Plainer, 
the Better”

Puritan Preaching: Doctoring Souls



Puritan Preaching: “The Plainer, 
the Better”

The “Plain Style”

    The Preparation
    The Preaching

  1.  The plain style introduced the text in a certain way.
  2.  The plain style then stated the text’s doctrine.
  3.  The plain style then defended and developed that doctrine.



            

   The truth of this proposition will be made
   out by a double consideration of the
   doctrine Christ.      
            
  First, Let it be considered absolutely, and
   then these lovely properties with which it is
   naturally clothed, will render it superior to 
all other sciences and studies. 
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   out by a double consideration of the
   doctrine Christ.      
            
  First, Let it be considered absolutely, and
   then these lovely properties with which it is
   naturally clothed, will render it superior to all 
other sciences and studies. 

Second, Let us compare this knowledge with all other 
knowledge, and thereby the excellency of it will. . . 
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    The Preaching

  1.  The plain style introduced the text in a certain way.
  2.  The plain style then stated the text’s doctrine.
  3.  The plain style then defended and developed that doctrine.
  4.  The plain style then gave applications and uses of the doctrine. 



There are basically seven 
ways in which application 
should be made, in keeping 
with seven different spiritual 
conditions (56).



          He is not to rest in general doctrine, 
        although never so much cleared and 
        confirmed, but to bring it home to 
        special use  by  application to his hearers: 
       which albeit it prove a work of great 
       difficulty to himself, requiring much prudence, 
       zeal, and meditation, and to the natural and 
       corrupt man will be very unpleasant; yet he is 
       to endeavor to perform it in such a manner, 
       that his auditors may feel the word of God
       to be quick and powerful, and a 
       discerner of the. . . (380). 



       

1.  Confutation of false doctrines.
2. Exhortation to duties.
3. Dehortation, reprehenshion, and publick admonition.
4. Comfort.
5. Notes of trial.



       

1.  Confutation of false doctrines.
2. Exhortation to duties.
3. Dehortation, reprehenshion, and publick admonition.
4. Comfort.
5. Notes of trial.

1. Those who are unbelievers and are both ignorant and unteachable.
2. Those who are teachable, but ignorant.
3. Those who have knowledge, but have never been humbled.
4. Those who have already been humbled.
5. Those who already believe.
6. Those who have fallen back.
7. Churches with both believers and unbelievers. 
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