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Steps and Missteps in Sanctification:
A Brief History of the Discipline
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What They Get WrongWhat They Get Right
Salvation is “by grace,” but is not by grace alone 
(contra Rom 11:6; Heb 10:10 ). Justification starts with 
Christ, but is completed by the believer.

It is impossible for an unbeliever to please God 
on his own. God must act first to by grace start 
the process. Salvation is “by grace” (Rom 8:7 ).

Works “of the Spirit” can contribute to one’s 
justification (contra Rom 4:1–8 ).

Works “of the Law” cannot contribute to one’s 
justification (Gal 2:16 ).

Justification does not involve righteousness that is 
imputed to the believer in all of its perfectness by 
Christ, but is rather a “seed” that Christ infuses in the 
believer and expects the believer to perfect (contra 
Rom 5:12–19).

Justification is integrally connected with the 
believer’s accumulation of righteousness (Rom 
1:17 ).

The process of life transformation is not merely a vital 
response of all truly justified people but also necessary 
for believers remaining justified or, better, to 
completing their justification (contra Rom 5:1 ).

The process of life transformation life begins 
when a believer is justified, and is a vital 
response of all truly justified people (Heb 
12:14 ). 
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